Athens Orchestra Parents Association
Monthly Meeting Minutes

october 18, 2011
President Jeff Bassett called the meeting to order at 6:55pm

Our first order of business tonight is to welcome the Baker & Larson Middle School parents to our meeting.  Jeff Bassett explained to our guests a bit about what AOPA does --- AOPA was started approximately 10 years ago, when we split from the band boosters so that we would be able to focus more on the orchestral activities, and not be overshadowed by the band and their marching.  We raise funds to support scholarships for seniors and underclassmen, provide trip support, bring in Barrage ( apx every 2 years), we bring in guest conductors and clinicians and sometimes commissions of works.

Secretary Kristen Benes had the minutes from the last meeting available for perusal.  A motion to accept the minutes was made by Dan Jenuwine and seconded by Beth Gustafson.

Treasurer Dan Jenuwine presented the Treasurers Report.  We budgeted aprox. $69,000 for revenue and expenses for this year, and so far we are under budget.  We tend to be very conservative in our budgeting of income and allow more for expenses.  We currently have $10,000 in the bank to assist us with our goals.   A motion to accept the Treasurers Report was made by Barb Gamble and seconded by Beth Gustafson.

Directors Report:  Geoff started off by introducing his student teacher Mark Mooningham who is from Wayne State University and will be with us until Winter Break.  So far he has been awesome assisting and stepping up during Geoff’s absence.   

Barrage was 3 weeks ago and was an awesome experience.  Thank you to Anne, Alyssa, and Nita who fed not only Barrage, but also all the students, a director and a student teacher!  Thanks also to all who helped with tickets and seating.

Orchtoberfest is next week and promises to me a new low.  The students write the script, and Geoff picks the music.   Hospitality will be juice and donuts – a letter will be coming home requesting donations.

Symphonic Celebration is coming up in January – the there will be Musical Pictures and will include the performance, silent auction and a special afterglow.   We do have a guest conductor coming – Anthony Maiello from George Mason will be with us again.  A MC is still needed – any ideas or connections?  Anne Mohr will chair the silent auction.  A hospitality chair is needed and we have a few helpers signed up so far.   

Geoff is asking AOPA for $497 so that he can rent the piece Pictures at an Exhibition (Clarification – this is a line item in the budget so no approval needed)

Old/New Business:   The Used Instrument Sale was a huge success!  It was a very busy day.  Over $10,000 worth of instruments were sold and we split 20% of that with the Band Boosters.

The Barnes & Noble Bookfair is happening again this year on December 10.  We will be including the restaurant day at Pizza Papolis as well.    Just like last year, we will get a cut of all sales – must bring the flyer.  Student performers are needed and when students are performing we must have parent supervision in the building.  The gift wrap table will be discussed at a later time.

If we would like to sell Cookie Dough again this year, a coordinator is needed.

A motion to adjourn was made by Kathy Freiman and seconded by Christine Discenna.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:35pm

Respectfully Submitted

Kristen Benes 

