Vice President Sujatha Submaraniam called the meeting to order at 7:30pm.

Secretary Kristen Benes had the minutes from the previous meeting available for perusal.    A motion to accept the minutes was made by Monica Parrish and seconded by Andrew Fadinelli.  The motion passed.

Treasurer Monica Parrish gave the Treasurers Report – There has not been a lot of recent activity.  There is $139 in candy sale income not showing right now – this was just deposited.  A $50,000 check is ready to go out for the trip.  We will need to figure out how to record the Symphonic Celebration auction – right now this amount is sitting in saleable items.  This will need to be taxed separately.  We still have 2 families that have not finalized their camp payments.  Letters have gone out to those that have not paid.  Please send in your balances so that camp can be closed out.  To date, we have raised $30,000 and only spent $10,000.  A motion to accept the Treasurers Report was made by Mary Mitchell and seconded by Sujatha Submaraniam.  The motion passed.

The Orchestra Council had no report.

Geoff was unable to attend the meeting, but sent in a Directors Report.  Regarding the trip – a letter will be coming home in the next few days to explain the final pricing for the trip.   Depending on the number of land only travelers pricing is currently as follows:  $800 for chaperones and student performers, $950 for others.   Performance times at Carnegie Hall are: Concert 1pm, Symphony 2pm.  An updated itinerary will also be going home soon.   There will be a MANDATORY Chaperone meeting, followed by a MANDATORY student and parent meeting.  Students and parents MUST attend this meeting.  Date will be forthcoming.
A huge THANK YOU to all who helped bring Symphonic Celebration together!  It was an enjoyable evening.  CD’s had some issues – the floor buffer and some rude concert orchestra members, but we think they can be worked out.

We have begun mandatory 6:45am sectionals.  All members of each section regardless of whether they are going on the trip are expected to attend.  

Orchestra Festival information was sent home in Symphony and will go home in Concert tomorrow.  There is a permission form which must be signed and turned in for the kids to ride the bus.  Please indicate on the form if you student will ride home with you or on the bus after our performances.  PARENTS ARE NEEDED TO RIDE THE BUS TO AND FROM ATHENS

Fundraising –   Kroger Chairperson Andrew Fadinelli reported to us that the Kroger proceeds are less than in previous years.  The number of people that have signed up has decreased.  Instructions for sign up are on the website.  Please note that we need to resign up every year in April. A current orchestra parent will need to take on the Kroger program next year.
We made a total profit on Barnes & Noble of $1089.68.   We already have a date for December 21011.

A discussion regarding giving student’s incentives for selling items was discussed.  Technically – due to our 501C# status, we are not allowed to give incentives for students to sell tickets, cookie dough, etc.

AOPA voted on incentives for Symphonic Celebration only.  The recommendation has been made that the Board needs to set a policy that we do not do this anymore – this needs to be in writing!  As was discussed – the final reward for the students should be a reduction of the trip price and not to be expected that you will be getting something extra in return.
Sujatha Submaraniam would like to propose giving the top sellers of cookie dough out of the profits.  A motion was made to approve $100 out of the cookie dough proceeds to be awarded to the top sellers.

There was no second, so the motion failed.      

The top sellers of cookie dough were:  Sarah Yee 70 tubs, The Barr Family 86 tubs, The Benes Family 65 tubs, Ashley Alley 45 tubs, and Leah St John 43 tubs.

Further discussion on incentives added the following:  by giving incentives, we are setting a precedent and the students will come to expect it.   We may need to create a parliamentary position to keep track of all the rules and bylaws.

We will be doing the used instrument sale with the band in the fall.  Prospective dates are either the last weekend in September or the first weekend in October.  Parent volunteers are needed to represent the orchestras at planning meetings.

Old /New Business – Poker Nights – we have dates booked, but no volunteers to run this.  We are not hosting, just supplying workers to collect money.
A suggestion was made that we look into concessions at the Palace.  We would need to commit to a season which would include games/ concerts, etc.   You can share the season with other groups.  This would be for adults only; the students could not assist with this.

There is a piano bar in downtown Pontiac which allows you to set the cover charge, get 40% of bar and can hold a 50/50 drawing.   The flier has been given to Geoff.

Anne Mohr asked if there was any feedback on the senior pins for the scholar musicians that were purchased last year.  These were slightly different than in past years.   These come out of the awards budget.   No one heard any complaints, so we will go with the same ones this year.
A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Monica Parrish and seconded by Christine Discenna.  Meeting was adjourned at 8:30pm

Respectfully Submitted

Kristen Benes

AOPA Secretary

